
 
 

CLARK COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS UNIT 

 
 
Internal Affairs Investigation: # IC11-009  

Investigated by: Sergeant John Horch 

Date received: March 15, 2011 

Date completed: April 24, 2011 

Complainant(s): Chief Mike Evans   

Involved employee(s): Detective Ryan Taylor  

Allegation(s)/Finding(s):   
 
#1. Det. Taylor used the ACCESS system for personal use on at least nine occasions. 
He admitted he ran WACIC and NCIC checks for information about individuals and 
vehicles for personal use which was not for legitimate law enforcement purposes. 
SUSTAINED for nine violations. 
 
Incident #1 – Occurred between March 13th – March 15th 2011 (Four inquiries on an 
individual and two vehicle license plate inquires.)   
 
Incident #2 – Occurred October 2, 2008. (One inquiry on an individual and two vehicle 
license plate inquires.)  
 
#2. Det. Taylor used his MDC (Mobile Data Computer) from March 13th - March 15, 2011 
to run WACIC / NCIC inquiries for his own personal use. SUSTAINED. 
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Policy Violation(s):  
 
#1.  G.O. 02.09.380  ACCESS MISUSE 
        
#2.  G.O. 02.10.030 (C) PROCEDURE USE OF THE MDC  
 
Summary: 
 
On March 15, 2011, the Internal Affairs Unit was notified that Detective Ryan Taylor had 
possibly used the Washington State Patrol’s (WSP) ACCESS system (A Central 
Computer Enforcement Service System) for personal use on or about March 13, 2011. It 
was alleged that Det. Taylor used the ACCESS system to run a computer check on an 
individual and a vehicle plate to gain information about this person that was possibly 
dating his ex-wife (Deanna Taylor). Det. Taylor admitted during his IA interview, that he 
did in fact run numerous unauthorized computer checks on a subject by the name of 
Michael R. Melton, including Melton’s vehicle plate. He also admitted to running these 
checks on the MDC (Mobile Data Computer) that is in his patrol vehicle.  
 
During his IA interview, Det. Taylor admitted to another incident in which he used the 
ACCESS system for personal use. Det. Taylor suspected a person by the name of 
Garret Hergert was having an affair with his wife, and he ran a driver’s license check and 
a vehicle registration check to gain information. Det. Taylor could not remember the 
exact date when this occurred, but thought it was in 2008 and possibly again in 2010.  A 
WSP records search located that on October 2, 2008, Det. Taylor ran a driver’s check on 
Hergert and also checked on his vehicle plates.   
 
Det. Taylor is ACCESS certified through our department and took his last update class in 
September of 2010. Det. Taylor said he was aware of our ACCESS policy and knew it 
was against our policy to use this system for personal use. 
 
The Washington State Patrol requires us to report to them suspected ACCESS 
violations, as well as concluded investigations into ACCESS violations. This matter has 
been reported to WSP.  
 
Recommended Findings:  
  
After analyzing all the documentation and statements made by Det. Taylor during his 
interview, the IA Unit has come to the conclusion that Det. Taylor did in fact violate our 
ACCESS use policy G.O. 02.09.380 MISUSE and our MDC use policy G.O. 02.10.030 
(C) PROCUDURE USE OF THE MDC.  
 
The most recent incident of this ACCESS misuse occurred from March 13 – March 15, 
2011. There were a total of six inquires made during this time that were for personal use. 
 
The other incident occurred on October 2, 2008. Three inquires were made at that time 
which were also for personal use.  
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The IA Unit recommends a finding of SUSTAINED for two separate incidents - with each 
incident including one or more separate violations, regarding our ACCESS MISUSE 
policy.  
 
With regards to the PROCEDURE (MDC) policy, the IA Unit recommends a finding a 
finding of SUSTAINED for one incident (most recent). The October 2nd 2008 incident 
was done from a computer terminal at the Sheriff's Central Precinct Office.  

 
G.O. 02.09.380 MISUSE 
 
ACCESS requires that all agencies investigate allegations of misuse. The Agency TAC 
is required to notify the agency head and the Information Security Officer with ACCESS 
if misuse is suspected. Examples of misuse include:  

1. Running the criminal history of a family member or friend. 
2. Running a vehicle registration for personal use. 
3. Visiting or sending inappropriate administrative messages across a mobile 

data terminal ACCESS connection. 
 

Users do not have to disseminate information for the action to be a violation. 
Accessing CJIS data for personal reasons is specifically prohibited by state and 
federal law. (Emphasis added). 
 
Once misuse has been reported, the Clark County Sheriff’s Office will notify the 
ACCESS Section and investigate the allegation per department policy. Results of the 
investigation must be communicated to ACCESS; disciplinary action, if necessary, will 
be in accordance with Sheriff’s Office General Orders.  
 
If misuse is confirmed, ACCESS has the authority to decertify a person for reasons of 
misuse or arrest record findings. Decertification may be considered for a certain time 
period or indefinitely.  
 
G.O. 02.10.030 PROCUDURE (MDC) 
 

1. All communications via the MDC will be professional and conducted in a 
businesslike manner. 

2. Communications between dispatch and field units by MDC are permitted 
for official business only.  No personal business of any kind will be 
conducted via the MDC.  All communications via MDC are a matter of 
public record.  As such, they may be subject to periodic review and use by 
the courts for civil and criminal proceedings. (Emphasis added). 

3. Other than for traffic stops or for emergency traffic (i.e. Code 0), unit status 
changes will be accomplished via MDC.  This includes but is not limited to 
clearing from calls, going enroute to calls, clearing from self-initiated activity, etc. 

4. Except in emergency situations, changes in location will be done via MDC with 
simultaneous voice communication. 

5. Traffic stops by field units will be initiated by voice radio communication and may 
be cleared by either voice communication or MDC at the deputy’s discretion 
unless special circumstances dictate otherwise. 

6. If time and circumstances permit and the MDC can be safely used, self-initiated 
activities, follow up, Code 7 (lunch), breaks, and field contacts will be done via 

 3 
Potential Impeachment Material - Taylor, Ryan Page 000052



the MDC.  If the dispatcher or deputy believes there are safety issues involved, 
voice communications are expected. 

7. Data received and sent via the MDC is subject to all security restrictions 
that apply to an ACCESS terminal.  DOL and wants checks will be 
conducted within the guidelines of ACCESS restrictions and will be done 
via the MDC if and when the deputy is in the vehicle. (Emphasis added). 

8. All wants and warrants must be confirmed through CRESA via voice 
communication.  CRESA will confirm wants and warrants and advise the deputy 
via voice communication. 

9. Deputies may occasionally make general information requests to dispatch via the 
MDC.  Deputies must keep in mind that their “administrative message” requests 
will be viewed as general information requests and will be handled on a lower 
priority basis.  The dispatcher’s time to process these requests may be limited 
due to call taking and dispatching responsibilities. 

10. The use of the MDC while the vehicle is being operated creates a potential risk to 
the deputy because of the change of focus from driving to operating the MDC.  
Accidents resulting from inattention to driving while operating the MDC will be 
handled through the Sheriff’s Office discipline process. 

11. The transmittal of any sexist, racist, vulgar, derogatory, or discriminatory 
message is specifically prohibited.  The MDC shall be utilized for Sheriff’s 
Office business purposes.  Personal conversations and/or comments are 
prohibited. (Emphasis added). 

 
Investigation: 
 
On March 15, 2011, Sgt. Schaub and I were notified about a possible misuse of our 
ACCESS system involving Detective Ryan Taylor. Sergeants Shea and Schoening came 
to our office and explained that Det. Taylor had admitted to running a computer check on 
a person that was for personal reasons. Shortly after hearing this, Chief Evans signed a 
“six part” form and we were given instructions to investigate this possible ACCESS 
policy violation.  
 
About fifteen minutes later, Det. Taylor came to our office and we served him the 
complaint alleging the possible misuse of the ACCESS system. Detective Rick Buckner 
was also present as a guild representative when we served him the complaint. At that 
time, Det. Taylor did not want to delay this investigation and requested to be interviewed 
right then. Det. Buckner also requested this. Sgt. Schaub and I were not able to conduct 
this interview without gathering some information, but we agreed to meet him the 
following day barring there were “no surprises”.  Before leaving our office Det. Taylor 
handed me some print outs of a vehicle registration. He said something to effect of, "This 
is what I did".  
 
That evening I spoke with Sgt. Schoening over the phone. He explained he had worked 
with Det. Taylor for the past two years in the traffic unit and was friends with him. He was 
not a Sergeant at that time and had just recently left the traffic unit after being promoted 
in February. Sgt. Schoening went on to say that a day or so ago, Det. Taylor had told 
him that he had seen his ex-wife with another man and was concerned. Det. Taylor told 
Sgt. Schoening that he had checked on this person and he knew he had a suspended 
license and had a warrant for his arrest. Sgt. Schoening didn’t think too much of it at the 
time, but the following day mentioned this to Sgt. Shea. They both deduced that Det. 
Taylor had probably used the ACCESS system to check on this person and if this 
occurred, was probably not done for work related purposes. 
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Sgt. Schoening went on to tell me that after he explained to Sgt. Shea what Det. Taylor 
had told him, he and Sgt. Shea went to Commander Kilian and advised him of what they 
had learned. Commander Kilian told them to do some research and find out how exactly 
Det. Taylor had obtained this persons information.  
 
Sergeants Shea and Schoening then went to meet Det. Taylor who was working as an 
EVOC instructor at Portland International Raceway. Sgt. Shea asked Det. Taylor if he 
had used the ACCESS/WACIC/NCIC computer system to check on a person for 
personal reasons. Det. Taylor admitted he had. Sgt. Shea advised him not to say 
anything more and that he would have to forward this information on. Sgt. Shea wrote a 
memo to Sgt. Schaub and I about this conversation with Det. Taylor. That memo is 
attached to this report. 
  
The following day, March 16 h, Det. Taylor was scheduled for an interview for the 
ACCESS violation investigation (#IC11-009). However, in the mean time, the sheriff's 
office learned of another possible policy violation against Det. Taylor regarding the use 
of his county issued work vehicle for his own personal use. Chief Evans signed another 
six part complaint and we issued this to Det. Taylor in our office around 1500 hours. Det. 
Rick Buckner was also present as his guild representative.  
 
In addition to this new allegation of misuse of the county vehicle, Chief Evans placed 
Det. Taylor on "Administrative Leave" for reasons unrelated to this investigation. Sgt. 
Schaub and I drove Det. Taylor home and we advised him that we would contact him for 
an interview in the near future to address the two “six part” complaints. Det. Taylor said 
he understood. 
 
Note – We did not discuss either investigation with Det. Taylor when driving him home.  
 
On April 6, 2011, we interviewed Commander Amy Foster with the Vancouver Police 
Department. We had learned that Commander Foster lives on the same property as Det. 
Taylor's ex-wife (Deanna) and had some information as to the events of the past few 
weeks. She had an occasion to talk with Det. Taylor a few weeks ago about a black 
truck that he had seen at Deanna's house. 
 
Commander Foster said Det. Taylor drove up to Deanna’s house a few weeks ago and 
stopped to talk with Foster who was outside. He told her something to the effect that 
Deanna was dating someone who drove a black Ford pickup truck. He also told her the 
person Deanna was seeing had a suspended driver's license and possibly had a 
warrant. Commander Foster did not ask how he knew this person might be suspended.  
 
Commander Foster also told us that a few weeks ago, Deanna Taylor saw her at a 
school function. Deanna mentioned to her that Det. Taylor had been coming over to her 
house a lot lately, uninvited, and that he shouldn't be "checking" on the person she was 
dating. Commander Foster gave Deanna advice as to what actions she might want to 
take if she felt uncomfortable with her ex-husband coming around her house too much. 
Commander Foster's interview is attached to this report.  

On April 13, 2011, we interviewed Sgt. Alex Schoening at the Sheriff's Office 
Headquarters. Sgt. Schoening had already spoken to me on two separate occasions 
about this ACCESS matter, once in person and once over the phone. The purpose of 
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this interview was to further detail some of the information he had already discussed with 
us regarding Det. Taylor's recent behavior. 

As far as the misuse of our ACCESS system, Sgt. Schoening relayed the same 
information as he had back in March. He advised that on or about March 13th, he spoke 
with Det. Taylor when they were serving a search warrant at TLC towing. During that 
conversation, Det. Taylor told Schoening that Deanna was seeing another person and 
this person had a suspended driver's license and possibly had a warrant. Sgt. Schoening 
did not inquire at that time as to how Det. Taylor knew this information, but rather 
consoled him on his recent divorce and the troubles he was having accepting the fact 
that Deanna was moving on. This taped interview with Sgt. Schoening also covered 
other topics and those are being addressed in IA case #IC-010. Sgt. Schoening's 
interview transcript is attached to this report. 
 
On April 21, 2011, Det. Taylor participated in an IA interview. He read and 
acknowledged the understanding of his employee rights and Garrity Warning. Detective 
Rick Buckner accompanied Det. Taylor as a guild representative. After some basic 
questions, I explained to Det. Taylor that there were several issues that we would be 
discussing and the first was regarding the possible ACCESS violation(s) that he might 
have committed. 
 
For the next hour or so, Det. Taylor explained that he had in fact used the ACCESS 
system via the MDC in his patrol vehicle to run a person by the name of Michael R. 
Melton (DOB 03-10-74). He also admitted to running a records check on Melton's vehicle 
for the purpose of verifying where he lived. Det. Taylor said these incidents occurred 
between March 13th – March 15th of this year. He also said he used his work computer at 
his office to run a "Google" search on Michael Melton's business in order to obtain his 
address.  The following excerpt is from Det. Taylor's interview in which he gives a brief 
description of what he had done: 

HORCH: Okay.  And it’s in reference to GO02-09-380.  Um, are you aware 
of the allegations surrounding -- 

TAYLOR:  Yes, sir. 

HORCH: -- this policy? 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: Okay.  Can you please discuss what you’re aware of about it? 

TAYLOR: Um, that I ran an individual’s name, um, for personal use, um, uh, 
I believe it was in the middle part of, uh, March.  Um, this 
individual, um, is in a dating relationship with my ex-wife and I ran 
his name when I recognized him, and, um, uh, she told me what 
his name was after I -- so I put ... well, I dealt with him in the past.  
I recognized him when she said his name it kind of all came 
together and that’s when I ran his name. 

HORCH: Okay.  When you say “ran his name,” how did you ..., how did you 
run it?  Where did you run it at?  Which computer? 
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TAYLOR: I ran it in my, uh, my ... my patrol, my ... my MDC.  Um, I -- 
actually, first off, I believe I looked at, um, because I didn’t have 
his date of birth, I looked it up in EPR and that’s when I realized 
that I had, in fact, arrested him and, um, then I got his date of birth 
and then I ran his, um, uh, and truck driving status in ... in NCIC 
and, uh, found that he had an outstanding warrant and had a 
suspended driver’s license. 

HORCH: Okay.  And you said some time in the middle of March, to your 
best recollection? 

TAYLOR: As of -- maybe the, uh, beginning of March. 

HORCH: Okay.  Some time in March, beginning -- 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: -- to middle? 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: Okay.  Did you run, this individual’s name?  Do you remember his 
name? 

TAYLOR: Michael ... Michael R. Milton.  I think it’s R. 

HORCH: Okay.  Okay.  Do you -- have you checked on his name after that, 
after you checked on it that time? 

TAYLOR: Yes.  I ran it several times, that, um, uh, well, I mean, within those 
couple of days.   

 
Det. Taylor said he ran Melton's name several times through WACIC (Washington 
Information Center - The state repository for law enforcement data) and NCIC (National 
Crime Information Center - The national repository for law enforcement data) to obtain 
information about Melton since he believed he was now dating his ex-wife. Det. Taylor 
said that he and Deanna had recently divorced as of February 11, 2011, and he found 
out on March 7th that she was seeing another person.  
 
Det. Taylor explained that on March 7th, he drove to his ex-wife's residence and noticed 
a black truck parked in her driveway. As he walked up to her residence he saw a male 
with his arm around his ex-wife and they were sitting on a couch. Det. Taylor rang the 
doorbell and the male subject answered. Det. Taylor said he partially recognized this 
person, but couldn't quite make out where he knew him from. Det. Taylor spoke with his 
ex-wife for a few seconds and then left. Before leaving he noticed a decal on the side of 
the truck with the words "Rain Country Excavating". Det. Taylor said that seeing this 
man with his ex-wife was very difficult. He wasn't really prepared for his wife to move on 
so quickly and thought they were still "best friends".  
 
The following day, March 8 h, Det. Taylor went to work and admitted to running a 
"Google" search on his work computer looking for information on Rain Country 
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Excavating. He learned this was a business in Vancouver and the address was near the 
6100 block of NE 131st Avenue. Det. Taylor then drove out to this location while he was 
working to see if the same truck that was parked at his ex-wife's house was there. The 
following is an excerpt from his interview when he explains this: 

TAYLOR: Yeah, I look at Rain -- that came up.  That Rain Country 
Excavation came up and so I had driven by and I don’t ... I didn’t 
see his truck, that truck, there, so I wasn’t sure if that was -- 

HORCH: You went by a place of business? 

TAYLOR: Yeah.  Well, it’s ... it’s, uh, it’s, uh, it’s off 131st Avenue and it’s, 
uh, yeah, as far as I knew at that point it was ... it was a business. 

HORCH: How did you find that?  You Google searched it? 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: And you believe you did that at work? 

TAYLOR: Yeah.  I -- it ... yeah.  Uh -- 

HORCH: So were you working the day that you went by this business? 

TAYLOR: Yes. 

HORCH: Okay.  And what was the purpose of you going by that business? 

TAYLOR: Um, just to see if that truck was ... if that was the truck.   Um, uh, 
hm, just pretty protective over her and so --. 

Det Taylor went on to say that after a few more days of doing some research on this 
address, he started to piece together who this person was. Det. Taylor said he was 
working overtime on March 13th when he went over to his ex-wife’s house and asked her 
this person’s name and she told him,“Michael”.  

Det. Taylor then started to research this person using his MDC while he was working. He 
said he checked for Michael Melton through the EPR (Electronic Police Report) system 
to obtain a date of birth. While checking EPR, Det. Taylor saw that he had arrested 
Melton back in 2007 for DUI. Det. Taylor then ran a WACIC and NCIC check on Melton 
and learned he had a suspended driver's license and had a misdemeanor warrant for a 
traffic violation out of South Bend (state unknown). The following are excerpts from his 
interview describing how all of this transpired: 

HORCH: -- you do an EPR check -- 

TAYLOR: Yes. 

HORCH: -- the electronic police report -- 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 
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HORCH: -- check? 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: It’s our database for -- 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: -- if you’re in the computer system in Clark County -- 

TAYLOR:  Yes, sir. 

HORCH: -- you can pull up information, correct? 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

(Later in the interview) 

HORCH: In -- on your MDC? 

TAYLOR: Right. 

HORCH: In your car. 

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: You say run his name, you did a --? 

TAYLOR: Through NCIC or the, you know, when I ... any time I run 
anybody’s DL status, you know, which comes up with wants and 
warrants as well, just a standard, uh, anybody that I’ll ... I’ll run on 
a T stop or a grand theft. 

Det. Taylor said the following morning he wanted to show his wife the information on 
Melton so he drove over to her house in his patrol car (off duty) with his MDC and 
attempted to show her. The following excerpt is him explaining this: 

HORCH: What did you drive over there? 

TAYLOR: Um, I think I drove my patrol vehicle -- 

HORCH: Okay.   

TAYLOR: -- because I had the computer. 

HORCH: Okay.   

TAYLOR: And I wasn’t on duty.  I drove my patrol vehicle over there 
because it had that computer in it, and, um, I told, um, I took it 
inside and I told -- 

HORCH: The computer is a laptop? 
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TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: And it comes out of the car, correct? 

TAYLOR:  Yes, sir. 

HORCH: Okay.   

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: Go on. 

TAYLOR: And, um, I, uh, told her what I had done, uh -- well, no, I didn’t 
even tell her.  I just said ... I just said, “I know Michael --” “I found 
out some information on Michael.”  I didn’t tell her I ran him.  I ... I 
think I just said, “I found out some information on Michael I think 
you need to know.” 

Det. Taylor goes on to say that he checked on Melton's name several more times over 
the next few days and also drove by his residence to see if his ex-wife was over there. 
The following is Det. Taylor explaining all of this: 

HORCH: After you ran him on the 13th, did you find an address for him?  
Did a home address come up on his -- 

TAYLOR: Yes. 

HORCH: -- driver’s license, that is? 

TAYLOR: Yeah. 

HORCH: Did you ever go by that residence? 

TAYLOR: I did. 

HORCH: When did you go by that residence? 

TAYLOR: Uh -- 

HORCH: And ... and why? 

TAYLOR: I’ve gone by there a couple of times, but the, um, night of, uh, I got 
my six-part on -- 

HORCH: I believe it was the 16th. 

TAYLOR: I think it was the 16th. 

SCHAUB: I think so, yeah. 

HORCH: Okay.   
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TAYLOR: I had ... I had gone by that ... his house -- 

HORCH: You mean after you ... after you were served the six-part? 

TAYLOR: Yeah -- 

HORCH: Was that the first time you drove by his residence? 

TAYLOR: No, I had gone by, uh, in that week. 

HORCH: When you did the Google search? 

TAYLOR: When I -- yeah, when I didn’t know ... I hadn’t confirmed that that 
was his address, um, because I didn’t know if it was Rain Country 
Gutters or Rain Country Excavation.  I didn’t know.  Um -- 

HORCH: So the night of the 16th, after you’re served on the six-part on the 
ACCESS use, you went by there? 

TAYLOR: Yes. 

HORCH: Were you working? 

TAYLOR: No, sir. 

HORCH: What vehicle did you drive there? 

TAYLOR: My patrol vehicle. 

Later in the interview, Det. Taylor describes how he ran a WACIC / NCIC check on a 
subject by the name of Garrett Hergert sometime within the past few years. Det. Taylor 
said he suspected Hergert was having an affair with his wife and he ran his name and 
license plate to locate an address for him. He later called Hergert on the phone and was 
satisfied with his explanation that he was not seeing his wife. The following is Det. Taylor 
explaining this: 

HORCH: Okay.  Have you ever ran anybody else’s name for, uh, personal 
use, besides the person we’re talking about today?  Do you recall 
anybody recently in the last few years running?  Do you remember 
Garrett?  Did you run Garrett’s name a few years ago? 

HORCH: Okay.  And that was for what purpose? 

TAYLOR: I -- well, it was for personal.  Uh, I ... I thought he ... I thought 
something was going on and -- 

HORCH: Hergert or what’s his last name again? 

TAYLOR: Garrett Hergert. 

HORCH: Okay.  And you suspected that your wife was having an affair with 
him? 
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TAYLOR: I thought there was ... I thought something was -- 

HORCH: Okay.   

TAYLOR: And so I couldn’t -- 

HORCH: And so you checked on him then? 

TAYLOR: Mm-hm. 

HORCH: Okay.   

TAYLOR: Yes, sir. 

HORCH: Did you check on his vehicle plates? 

TAYLOR: I did.  Um, I was at, uh, the home and garden show, uh, because 
that’s where -- and yeah, because his truck was there at the home 
and garden show. 

HORCH: And that’s where you ran -- and that’s where you got the plate? 

TAYLOR: I think so.  If I recall. 

HORCH: Okay.  Did you ever go by his residence to look for Deanna’s car? 

TAYLOR: I didn’t know where he exactly lived.  I know where his business 
was. 

HORCH: And did you go by the business? 

TAYLOR: I went by his business. 

HORCH: And how many times did you go by his business? 

TAYLOR: (Seven second pause)  I don’t know.  Um -- 

HORCH: Okay.   

TAYLOR: Uh -- 

HORCH: And this was a couple years ago? 

TAYLOR: (No verbal response) 

HORCH: Can you give us ... try to narrow it down to, was it 2008, 2009, 
2010?  

TAYLOR: (Seven second pause)  Mm, I -- it honestly could have been in 
2010 at one point, because I still thought that something -- you 
know, I wasn’t ... I ... I was never, um, I was never certain that 
nothing ever happened.  Uh -- 
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to be protective of her. He said at the time, he didn't think he was doing anything wrong, 
but looking back, realizes this was a mistake.  
 
Det. Taylor was extremely apologetic for his actions and admitted he was going through 
a very rough time accepting the fact that his wife had "moved on" after their divorce. 
 
There is no evidence at this time, that Det. Taylor ran a full criminal history check on 
Melton or Hergert listing arrest and conviction records.  
 
Based on all of the evidence the IA Unit believes Det. Ryan Taylor did in fact violate our 
General Order regarding ACCESS MISUSE 2.09.380, and recommend a finding of 
SUSTAINED. There are six documented violations made by Det. Taylor from March 13 - 
March 15, 2011. There are three documented violations made by Det. Taylor back on 
October 2, 2008. 
 
G.O. 02.09.380 MISUSE 
 
ACCESS requires that all agencies investigate allegations of misuse. The Agency TAC 
is required to notify the agency head and the Information Security Officer with ACCESS 
if misuse is suspected. Examples of misuse include:  

1. Running the criminal history of a family member or friend. 
2. Running a vehicle registration for personal use. 
3. Visiting or sending inappropriate administrative messages across a mobile   
data terminal ACCESS connection.  

 
Users do not have to disseminate information for the action to be a violation. 
Accessing CJIS data for personal reasons is specifically prohibited by state and 
federal law.  
Once misuse has been reported the Clark County Sheriff’s Office will notify the ACCESS 
Section and investigate the allegation per department policy. Results of the investigation 
must be communicated to ACCESS; disciplinary action, if necessary will be in 
accordance with Sheriff’s Office General Orders.  
If misuse is confirmed, ACCESS has the authority to decertify a person for reasons of 
misuse or arrest record findings. Decertification may be considered for a certain time 
period or indefinitely.  

 
Based on Det. Taylor statements, the IA Unit believes Det. Taylor also violated our MDC 
policy by using his MDC to run the computer checks on Michael Melton. Det. Taylor 
could not remember which computer system he used to run the check on Garret Hergert. 
The IA unit recommends a finding of SUSTAINED for violating our USE OF THE MDC 
02.10.030 (C)  
 
G.O. 02.10.030 PROCUDURE (MDC) 
 

12. All communications via the MDC will be professional and conducted in a 
businesslike manner. 

13. Communications between dispatch and field units by MDC are permitted 
for official business only.  No personal business of any kind will be 
conducted via the MDC.  All communications via MDC are a matter of 
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public record.  As such, they may be subject to periodic review and use by 
the courts for civil and criminal proceedings. 

14. Other than for traffic stops or for emergency traffic (i.e. Code 0), unit status 
changes will be accomplished via MDC.  This includes but is not limited to 
clearing from calls, going enroute to calls, clearing from self-initiated activity, etc. 

15. Except in emergency situations, changes in location will be done via MDC with 
simultaneous voice communication. 

16. Traffic stops by field units will be initiated by voice radio communication and may 
be cleared by either voice communication or MDC at the deputy’s discretion 
unless special circumstances dictate otherwise. 

17. If time and circumstances permit and the MDC can be safely used, self-initiated 
activities, follow up, Code 7 (lunch), breaks, and field contacts will be done via 
the MDC.  If the dispatcher or deputy believes there are safety issues involved, 
voice communications are expected. 

18. Data received and sent via the MDC is subject to all security restrictions 
that apply to an ACCESS terminal.  DOL and wants checks will be 
conducted within the guidelines of ACCESS restrictions and will be done 
via the MDC if and when the deputy is in the vehicle. 

19. All wants and warrants must be confirmed through CRESA via voice 
communication.  CRESA will confirm wants and warrants and advise the deputy 
via voice communication. 

20. Deputies may occasionally make general information requests to dispatch via the 
MDC.  Deputies must keep in mind that their “administrative message” requests 
will be viewed as general information requests and will be handled on a lower 
priority basis.  The dispatcher’s time to process these requests may be limited 
due to call taking and dispatching responsibilities. 

21. The use of the MDC while the vehicle is being operated creates a potential risk to 
the deputy because of the change of focus from driving to operating the MDC.  
Accidents resulting from inattention to driving while operating the MDC will be 
handled through the Sheriff’s Office discipline process. 

22. The transmittal of any sexist, racist, vulgar, derogatory, or discriminatory 
message is specifically prohibited.  The MDC shall be utilized for Sheriff’s 
Office business purposes.  Personal conversations and/or comments are 
prohibited. 

 
Attached Documents: 
 
1. I NET Viewer Unit history showing dates and times Melton's name and vehicle are   
    checked. 
 
2. WACIC hit on Melton's plate dated 3-13-11 (Taylor made phone call to CCSO records  
     to run his plate - had hard copy sent to the Traffic Unit Office). 
 
3. WSP WACIC/NCIC report on Garret Hergert – shows Det. Taylor ran a check on    
   Hergert and two of his vehicles back on October 2nd 2008.  
 
4. Interview transcript of Commander Amy Foster 
 
5. Interview transcript of Sgt. Alex Schoening 
 
6. Interview transcript of Det. Ryan Taylor 
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7. Memo from Sgt. Shea. 
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Internal Affairs Report Tracking Sheet 
 
Completed by IA Investigator         
 
Received by IA Manager             _  ____  
  
Received by IA Chief          __________    ____ 
 
Received by Branch Chief               
   
Received by Undersheriff            _________     ____ 
   
Final Disposition                         _     
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