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T h e H o n o r a b l e J a y Ins lee [AR 25 2019
G o v e r n o r o f Washington
P.O. B o x 40002
Olympia , WA 98504

D e a r G o v e r n o r Inslee:

T h a n k y o u for y o u r r e c e n t l e t t e r r e q u e s t i n g a n i n d e p e n d e n t i n s p e c t i o n o f the
h e a l t h a n d safe ty cond i t i ons a t t h e U.S. I m m i g r a t i o n a n d C u s t o m s Enforcement's
(ICE) N o r t h w e s t D e t e n t i o n C e n t e r (NWDC) loca ted i n Tacoma , W a s h i n g t o n . You
h a v e r e q u e s t e d t h a t o u r office immed ia t e ly inves t iga te r e p o r t s o f u r g e n t h e a l t h and
safe ty c o n c e r n s , i n c l u d i n g i n a d e q u a t e a c c e s s t o h e a l t h c a r e for detainees.

O u r office i s c u r r e n t l y inves t iga t ing t h e d e a t h o f M e r g e n s a n a A m a r , a n asylum
s e e k e r w h o w a s b e i n g h e l d a t NWDC. W e a r e a l s o cons ide r ing a n i n s p e c t i o n o f the
NWDC a s w e p l a n o u r n e x t r o u n d o f u n a n n o u n c e d i n s p e c t i o n s o f facili t ies housing
ICE de ta inees . B e c a u s e o u r i n s p e c t i o n s a r e u n a n n o u n c e d , w e d o n o t publ ic ize or
conf i rm o u r i n s p e c t i o n loca t ions i n a d v a n c e . W e will, however , r e p o r t publ ic ly on
al l i n s p e c t i o n s t h a t w e c o n d u c t a f t e r t h e y t a k e place . O u r r e p o r t s will include
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o ICE for correct ive a c t i o n i f w a r r a n t e d b y o u r findings.

S h o u l d y o u h a v e a n y q u e s t i o n s , p l e a s e c o n t a c t m e , o r y o u r s t a f f m a y contact
E r i c a P a u l s o n , A s s i s t a n t I n s p e c t o r Genera l , E x t e r n a l Affairs, a t (202) 981−6000.

Sincerely,

J o h n . V. Kelly
Sen io r Official Per forming t h e D u t i e s o f the
I n s p e c t o r General
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